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ical, aperaeoem S I was returning, the otherDay, of my own Private Calamity (tho’ quite innocent, 
emma (Pey thro’ one of the Skirts of this and unconcerned, in the Matter) was, an Attempt, 
f my @ Great City, from a Walk, [had of the Dray-men, to throw the poor Devil into 
have taken in the Fields, an Amufe- the Copper. I can’t dire@tly fay, I was forry for 
a ment I have Ever been fond of, 





¢ from the Opportunities, It affords 
2% me, of remarking, Incognito, the 





- Difpofition, and Humours, of 
a P. "the People, I was tempted, by an unfeafonable Cu- 
sence te riofity, to add.Oze, to a Crowd, about the En- 
rs al) trance of a fmoaky Alley ; which, by the Steam, 
proud)» ‘and the Smell, 1 perceived, was the Paflage into a 
nglifh,\ Brewhoufe : While I was preparing to ask, upon 
ke LY avhat important Occafion fuch an Affembly had 
fecret been drawn together, [ found myfelf beat back- 
1m tick ward into the Dirt, by the violent Concuffion, of 
of aa} a Fellow, in a Fright, who ran, furioufly, againft 
MntaI® me, with his Face reverted, and convuls’d; and 
LF ee I '* His Spirits in a Tumult, as extraordinary as the 
ie Uproar, and Purfuit, behind him. 
» that | - Tho’ I lay in the Condition of a Horfeman, 
to be | difmounted, in the Heat of a Charge, and felt my- 
ct my {elf rode over, and trampled upon, by the Hoofs of 
4) 100 | as many Beafts, and as ungovernable, yet, after having 
. “made hard Shift, with the Lofs of one Glove, my 
' Hat, and my Perriwig, to recover, in fome meafure, 
, my Legs, [ floated along, like an Eddy, and fwam, 
forward, with the Crowd 3 crying out, with great 
_ Eagernefi, to know the Caufe of this Uproar ; 
Row : * and was anfwer'd, by a Hundred Hoarfe Voices, at 


once, which bawld out from every Quarter, 42 
Excfeman! An Excifeman! We have been 
BOLLING an” Excifeman ! 

I r+ feems, a poor Fellow, of the Lower Clafs, 
of That unpopular .Denemination, had concealed 
Himfelf- behind fome Barrels, in the Brewhoule, 
with Intenr, as was furmiz’d, to pry into Certain 
Arts, too abftrufe for my Comprehention, and 
which the Matter of the Building. had .his Reafons 
for referving ro Himfeif; and -kept -vei/'d from the 

_ Curiofiry ot fo uninvited an Infpector. The firit 
Confequence of this Spy’s-Difeovery, they told me, 
was a Demand ro fee his CoMMIsSsION; but This 
He had, ‘unforrunarely; left.at Home’;.and, fo; the 
fecond Event, and That, which had been ;the 

| Foundation of ail this Publick Diforder, as well_as 


+ 





his Efcape : But, however welcome It may have 
been to Himéelf, and his Fraternity, I am fure, it 
has coft mea Fall; for whieh, I haye it in m 
Thoughts, to semand Satisfaction, from {ome One 
of the weakeit, and neareft my own March, 
Ofc’ the Commiffioners of His Majefty’s Excife 
Office. 

In the mean Time, it is my conftant Praétice, 
to let the firft Ufe, I make of a Misfortune, be, 
an Examination, — what Improvement, Caution, 
or Advantage, It is poffible to draw from it ? -By 
Effet of this Cuftom, All my Difappointments 
are turn’d into Benefits ; and give Regulation to 
the Conduct of my Life. I 4m, therefore, warn’d, 
by fuch an alarming Idea, — (a boiPd Excifeman, 
in a Brewer’s Copper!) — to pre-fufpect - fome 
extraordinary Treatment, which I myfelf might, 
probably, meet with, fhou’d Tr plunge, unwarily, 
into Exercife of my Authority, without producing 
a COMMISSION ; by which, I am privileged to 
be impertinent, and troublefome ; tll I deferve to 
be bated, for the Good of my-Country. | 

I roox Occafion, in my firft ‘Paper, juft to 
hint at my illuftrious Defcent, from the angient, 
and venerable, Race of the BRooMsTIcKs ; But 
I, now, find it neceflary, to deduce the manifett 
Right of my Ci4im: Yet, becaufe, in a Nation 
of Trade, it is frequent-for-thriving Citizens, Men 
of no Stock, but their owm, to depréciate thefe Ad- 
vantages of Birth, and Original, 1 proteft, that, 
tho’ I do it, It is not, in the leaft, out of Vanity 
but, merely, to prevent, and difcountenance, © 
miftaken Self-Preterence, ‘which might ‘arife, 
fome of my Readers, who had Great Mex to their 
Forefathers, when. they-weigh Them/elves aoain{t a 
Philofopher ; whereas the ‘HER ADs (who are; or 
ought to be, well acquainted wil | 
could convince them, i 4 it their Inte- 
reit, ther the Beit Blogd,. shey aré foyproad of, :i8 
no worthier, than We are. we ; 

_ Ex .quovis Tigao won fit Mercurius, may have 
been _a.gaod Saying in its Day; and given Exclu- 
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fion, perhaps, not unjuftly, to the Pretenfions of 
_Oaken Clubs, or Crab-Sticks; but, I fhall make it 
obvious, beyond all Queftion, that the Broomfticks 
could never have-been meant by That Proverb : 


For, out Claim to Diftin¢étion of Blood, as a cele- 
brated Modern Poet ‘exprefles it, of another Fa-- 


mily, far lefs-ancient, 


So high extends, 
That "mid t the Pagan Goons, our Lineage ends ! 


WODEN; the famous Idol of the Warlike 
Saxons.; or, to write it, as it ought to be pro- 
nounc’d, Woop-EN, was the Pf of our Family. 
He, wno gave Name to one of the Days of the 
Week, gave Original to the Race of the Broom- 

icks ! This laft Denomination was an Honour- 
able, fuperadditional, ppellative ;. and (juft in 
the: fame manner, as Celer was faluted IMPERA- 
TOR) by the united Acclamation of his Armies, 
beftow’d on our.great Founder, to diftinguifh, and 
fpecify His Renown, for./weeping, as it were, from 
the Face of the Earth, the Oppreffors of Merit, or 
Innocence. | 

I wisu [ could fay, that we had not, in. the 
Courfe of fo many Ages, degenerated from the Vir- 
tues of our Anceftor: Long Defcendencies of 
Blood, like Jong Currents. of Water,—are apt to 
gather Mud, in their Paflage; and grow fuller, 
and fouler, exactly, in the fame Proportion. — But, 
be That excus’d, as it may ; There have never 
-deen wanting, among us, fome Sprigs, of eminent 
Name, and Diftination ; Nay, it is no Secret to 
the Youth, and-the Fair, in moft Countries of 
Europe, that Numbers, even among the Old Wo- 
men, of our Race, have made high Flights, and 
_ Advances, in Witchcraft : And, not to be afham’d 
of avowing an honourable Truth, there are, yet, 
left, Broomfticks, in Abundance, who: are much 
-abler Conjurers, than fome.other Perfons, who {hall 
~be-namelefs : ‘Truly, All the Branches of our Fa- 
‘mily, continue celebrated, to this Day, for the 
tender Pliancy of their. Temper, which, yet, they 
can, readily, upon occafion, change into Severity ; 
for Correction of the Bold, and the Wanton. 
AFTER This, can it ever be doubted, by what 
Right I fet up for a Prompter ? . 

AMONG the generous Knights Errant, my Pro- 
genitors, It was always’ a Cuftom, to fend Warn- 
sugs, before Defiance; I fhall imitate them, in This, 
as in other, laudable Particulars ; and /weep away 
no Folly, Abufe, or Prefumption, ’wh I have 
prompted them, over,.and over; But, # after fuch 
fair, and ‘repeated Caveats, there fhall be found 
any Reprobate Obftinacy, that defpifes my Word 
in the Ear, or calls in Queftion my Authority; I 
fhall, in fuch Cafes, fhew no Regard to Diftinction 
of Perfons, but {weep the Front, and Side, Boxes, 
with as little Ceremony,.and Refpect, as is fhewn, 
before the Curtain, by Broomfticks of inferior De- 
gree, to obtruding Apples, and Orange Peels. 
~ [I KNow, well enough, that we have People, of the 
old Delicacy of Breeding;who,wanting that, Mafculine 
Improvement of Manners, which has, lately, been 
imported among us, may be fo weak, as to fuppofe it, 
a Rudenefs, to fweepa Man out of his own Houfe, 
let his Condition be ever fo dirty ; But I would 
not advife the Managers of any of the Theatres 
about Town, to be too /écure, upon this Prefump- 
tion: I, therefore, give them this early Notice, 
at LHF may take Ente to be cleaner, and more 
decent, than They have been, for fome Time patt ; 
or I thall {pring out upon. them, where they leaft 








expect me, and cover them, with the Contempt of 
the Publick, and the Daft, which Themfelves have 
been gathering. re, 

I RESOLVE to fweep, too, among their AZors ; 
burt, fince, where Rubbifh lies fo thick, I mut 
either be choak’dy or*work in a Muffler, I will, 
firft, make Intereft with the Scavengers ; who may 
fend Help, to dig down the Heap ; till they have 
reduc’d it within my Compafs. 

THERE are orher Places, of fo much Greater 
Importance, which have grown dutty, for want of 
my Brufhing, that [ am, almoft, in Defpair, whea 
I look round me, left I fhould find myfelf worz 
to the Stwmps, before I can go thro’ with my Bu- 
finefs: But, no Matter, ? 


Not, for {tfelf, The Taper Light ‘fupplies : 
But. waftes, for others, and, in Darknels, dies. 








THERE being no 


‘ADVERTISEMENT. 


Quality, more lovely than 

Gratitude, Ihave taken it into Confideration, 
that I. ought not to let flip any Occafion of fhewing 
my Efteem for this Virtue. — I fhall begin, with an 
Inftance of it, that will chiefly concern thofe of the 
Softer Sex ; as They, indeed, are beft acquainted 


with the Merits of Our Family, and condefiend to , 


Receive us, at all Times, without Ceremony: — A 
Referve, whieh, toward other Perfous, and upon 
Lighter Occafions, they are viell known to prattif*, 
with the moft circumftantial Precaution. 

For Their fakes therefore, I renounce a Vaxity, 
which might, otherwife, be no {mall Addition to the 
Gravity, and Influence, of a Man, of my Character. 
— I will difcard all Mottos, GREEK, LATIN, 
HEBREW, WELSH, ARABICK, Or CHALDEANS 
unle[s they are, firft, naturaliz’d, and reduc’d into 
Englith. —I am compell'd to except Hicu Dutcn; 
becaufe the Ladies of Great Britain are grown fo 


fond of it, of late, (as It is a Robuft and Manly 


Language) that they are Learning to {peak it with 
their Feet, and their Elbows. 

It is poffible too, I may receive the Thanks of 
our Poet Laureat, upon fo obliging an Occafion; and 
the rather, becaufe I am under a Neceffity of prompt- 
ing that Great Genius, in my next Paper. And, 
He, who is, fo often, engrofs'd by his Wit, as to 
lofe all Memory of His own Language, would have 
Reafon to take it unkindly, if I fhould give him the 
Word, iz a Foreign ome. : 

Yet, F would not have Mr. Cibber take Alarm, 
at this Declaration, as if he had any thing to appre- 
hend from the Spleen of an Enemy. I have nothing 
further in my View, thaw to bruth off the Duft 

om his Character, and, without any Extreme, 
either of Malice, or Compliment, fhew him to the 
World, in bis own natural Colours. — JI /ball do 
the fame, with Regard to Every other, Perfon, or 
Subjedt, I may have occafion to mention, in the 
Courfe of my Paper 5 and, always preferving the 
Severity of a Plain Speaker, and the Good Manners 
of a Gentleman, neither be afraid to praife, nor to 
cenfure, with a Freedom, that will give Way to 
nothing, but Impartiality. 


ADVERTISEMENT, # Poftfcript. 


There being no Pleafure, livelier, or more Rational, 
than That of afte « the Market of the 
Half-Wits, and the Jokelings, I do, hereby, 


give Publick Notice, that the Great B, at the - 


Bottom of my firft Page, is not placed there, 
to fignify Blockhead, but Broomftick. 
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